CLINCH RIVER FARMER’S MARKET

MARKET RULES 2009

Revised April 29, 2009
Statement of Purpose:


The Clinch River Farmer’s Market exists primarily to offer area farmers the opportunity to market their farm-raised plants, produce, meat and homemade goods to the public.  It also creates the opportunity for consumers to support their local farmers and producers.

Market Rules:
1. Items to be sold must be homegrown or homemade in the Southwest Virginia regions, including the counties of Russell, Scott, Wise, Lee, Dickenson, Tazewell, Buchanan and Washington.
2. Vendors may not sell items bought or bartered from a wholesaler for resale.  We reserve the right to inspect the origin of items sold.

3. Homemade baked goods, honey, molasses, jams, jellies and canned foods are acceptable granted they meet all State health requirements and are produced by the vendor selling the item.  Compliance with all Health Department and Department of Agriculture guidelines and restrictions is the sole responsibility of the vendor.  Any baked goods sold at the market must be made in a home kitchen that has been inspected by the Virginia Department of Agriculture.  Churches and other non-profits are exempt from this rule.

4. Meats must be labeled with the name and address of the vendor and have a Department of Agriculture stamp.  All meat inspections are the responsibility of the vendor.  Meats, poultry, eggs and other perishable items shall be maintained at or below a temperature of 45 degrees.  Canned goods such as pickles, salsa and other acidic items need to meet Virginia Department of Agriculture requirements.  No alcoholic beverages may be consumed in the market area.  An ice chest with a drain may be used for cooling.
5. Vendor pets or live animals are not allowed in the market area unless hearing, guide or service animals are necessary as provided by State or Federal laws.

6. One “space” is the width of 1.5 parking spaces (approximately 13.5 feet wide and 15 feet deep).  Vendors must provide their own equipment and set-up materials for display.  Vendors must remove all trash and leave their space clean at the end of the market day.

7. Vendors are not allowed to sell portions or cut pieces of their goods, as mandated by the Department of Agriculture.

8. Appropriate language and dress is required for the family atmosphere of the market.
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OPERATION:

1. The Clinch River Farmer’s Market will run from April 25 until October 31, 2009.

2. Hours of operation will be from 7:00 a.m. – 12 noon on Saturdays and from 2:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday beginning June 10, 2009. If a full season vendor is running late or not coming, they may call the Market Manager to keep their spaces.

3. Open fires or grills are not allowed in covered areas.

4. Full season vendors will be assigned reserved spaces.  They will be given their option to renew their spaces for the next season.  Daily vendor spaces will be on a first come, first served basis and shall be assigned by the Market Manager or their authorized agent.
5. All vendors must contact the Market Manager, have a completed application and pay fees before engaging in business or occupying space at the Market.

6. Vendor (lessee), by signing the Vendor Application, agrees to protect and hold the Market Committee (lessor), the Town of St. Paul and Russell County harmless and to indemnify the lessor from any and all claims, demands, suits, actions, judgments and recoveries for or on account of damage, theft or injury (including death) to property or person occurring as a result of lessee’s use of the leased property and any other cause whatsoever.  
7. Vendors are responsible for the individual safeguarding of their products, supplies and money.  The Market Manager or Town of St. Paul is not responsible for loss or theft.

8. The Market Manager or the Town of St. Paul has the authority to terminate the lease of any vendor who fails to comply with the rules and regulations of the Clinch River Farmer’s Market.
FEES:

1. Full season vendor license - $30.00

2. Daily vendor (setting up for one day only) - $3.00

3. It is the sole responsibility of the vendor to make sure his/her fees are paid on time.  No refunds are possible.  

4. The collection and filing of all related taxes will be the responsibility of the vendor.
